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On the Move!

For Willie Brown of Rochester, owning a home meant more than just the start of a financial investment;
it was his biggest dream finally coming true.

| recently got the chance to sit down with Willie and hear about his long, but rewarding journey to
homeownership.

“| always told my children that one day we would have our own house . . . on October 23, 2009 | drove
my 9-year-old daughter to the house | had purchased and told her to take the keys and run inside and
drop off some bags that | had. She looked at me and said, ‘Dad, we’re going to get in trouble going into
someone’s house that’s not ours!’ | smiled, and said, ‘Didn’t | tell you | was going to buy us a house
one day?’ My 9-year-old daughter started crying. | looked at her and said, ‘We’re home.”

Prior to October 23, 2009, Willie thought that homeownership was a bleak reality. He signed up with
Progressive to take a few pre-purchase classes, but when he heard of the reputation of
NeighborWorks® Rochester, he felt compelled to find out more.

“So many people were talking about NeighborWorks® Rochester, and | wanted to be a part . . . |
remember starting the class and hearing it would take six months to graduate. | thought it wouldn't pay
off, but | was wrong. The group | was in became like a family, and | learned so much about managing
my money, creditors, holding on to my receipts and I'll never forget the most important thing | learned,
‘Pay yourself firstl’ Those classes helped get me where | am today.”

The classes Willie refers to are the Financial Literacy courses taught through NeighborWorks®
Rochester. Financial Literacy is a six-part course, taught once a month for two hours. In it, students
learn budgeting, debt reduction, planning for the future and much more.

After being turned down for a mortgage by
multiple banks, Willie took the classes and
then tried again. With the reputation of the
NeighborWorks® Rochester classes under
his belt and the training he received, Willie
was able to get pre-approved and purchased
his first home.

“NeighborWorks® Rochester doesn’t sell
you a dream. They told me at the
beginning of the class, that by the end |
could purchase a home, and they were
right. | still sit and cry sometimes
because I can’t believe I’'m really a
homeowner.”



